i E— E— —— I —

UPSCALE

Livine

Magazine

01

Do TAETOT237E1 s

“Experience The Difference”



Bentley
Green Technology &
Time Tested Luxury

| By Henry M. Holden

entley automobiles have a reputation for being fast, smooth, and elegant

machines. A key element in the desirability of Bentleys has been their ef-

fortless performance, achieved through high levels of torque at relatively

low engine speeds. Bentleys were widely known for their achievements dur-
ing the 24-hour Le Mans races in the 1920s and 1930s, and their heritage as sports
cars has lived on for more than nine decades.

Emerging soon afrer World War [, the company survived wars, and difficult economic times. W.0O. Bentley started our
as an engincering apprentice, on the railroad, and like many young men of his day, he started racing motorized bicycles,
a popular sport before World War I, in England.

It was on a visit to a French facrory in 1913, that Bentdley noticed an aluminum paperweight - and was inspired o use
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with a 4.5-liter, 6.3-liter, a supercharged | nd an




eylinder engine producing 240hp thar weighed two and 2 half rons,

Realizing that there was 2 limited market for racecars, Bentley murned
to building fast execurive automobiles that went head-to-head with lux-

ury British auto makers such a5 Rolls Royce. They were well

had powerful engines, and his clientele were enthusiastic for the brand.
However, Bendey soon faced a major challenge. The Grear Depression
had dried up capital, and in 1931, Bentley found himself in partner-
ship with Ralls Royee. His visions of execurive motor ¢ars were on haold
while he wacched the company produce Rolls Royce racing cars.

The 19605 saw turbulent times and the company became part of the
Vickers conglomerate, In 1998, they sold the Rolls Royce brand to
BMWY, and the Bentley name, assets, and factory went o Volkswagen.
Volkswagen returned the Bentley o its maotorsport tradition and erigins
as a hixury car.

With the introduction of the 1982 Bendey
for the straight ar Te Mans, the brand saw a new populariry: The Mul-
sanne was capable of zero o 6mph acceleration in seven seconds, and
a 135mph top speed. In 1984, the Bentley Corniche was renamed the
Continenal, harkening back to the company’s roors, The Bendey Con-
tinental R, which debured in 199 L, was the firse Bentley to have
dedicated body since 1954

Since its introduction at the 2003 Detroit Auto Show, the Bentley
Continental lineup has axpanded from one very fast coupe [with the
Continental GT), to seven, including even faster sedans and convert-
ibles, and one flex-fuel vehicle. Each has che 6-lirer, 12-cylinder engine.

Ihe Arnage, which debuted in 1998, has conveved an air of sophis-
ticated understatement as the four oor flagship of Bentlev's Premium
range. In 2009, Bentley ended Arnage production with the Arnage Final
Series, with 150 examples priced ar 270,990, The Arnage Final Series
featured the Amage T 500 horsepower twin-turbo e
radiator grille, 20 inch wheels, body-color trim
Final Series branding inside and our.

When the Bentley Brooklands went on sale in 2008, the 550 cx
that were sold before the wheels hit the sereer. Among the fearyre
the $340,990, four-sear Brooklands: All-leather incerior, special 20 inch
wheels, and 2 6,75 ljrer V8. 530 horsepower and 774 Ib-fr of forque;
which, according ro Bentley, the highes torque rating of
tive production VE engine ever produced. The Brookland

ate to 60 mph in five seconds!
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of the Bentley Mulsanne in the summer of
2010 [global reveal was summer of 20097, Bentley is back on firm
ground with a long, luxurious, gasoline-powered sedan. Although irs
price has not been released it js expected to cost in the $300,000 range.

Green 'l echnology

The Bentley company is embracin
true to WO, Bendey's simple ambi
car, the best in jrs clase”

As part of Bentley's efforts to reduce their carbon footprin,
duced new manufacturing processes and

g green technology while remaining
tion: to produce “a good car, a fast

they intro-
reduced toral ENCIEY Consump-
ton by almost 30 percent over the past decade. M:mufucruring carbon
dioxide emissions have declined by more than 20 percent. ‘This environ-
mental improvement was a significant achievement, since it coincided
with record production and a tenfold sales growth ro more thay 10.000
cars annually,

“Ower the years the color green has come o represent many things ro
the many legions of Bentley aficionados worldwide — from the shade
f some of the company’s most popular carly models, to its many rac-
ng successes at Le Mans,” said David Reuter, Head of Communijca-
ons for the Americas. “For 2010, Bentley aims ro yet again redefine
s signarure color with the launch of the Continenral Superspores — g

xFuel capable supercar thar promises to be the greenest Bentley ever
oduced.”

ports is the fastest and most powertul ear in che company’s 90-year
ory. The 621hp 12-cylinder engine, rockets it from zero 1o 60 in 3.7

seconds.

Witch this vehidle, Bentley is pionecring the use of FlexFuel technology
in the luxury sector. When fueled with 85 percent ethanal, the Super-

spores, which is becoming available in the United Stares, next summer,

will produce an estimared 70 peregnt less globally warming carbon dios-
ide on a well-to-wheel basis. This vehicle represents the firer stage of the

company’s commitment to make it complete model range compatible
with renewable fucls by 201 2.

Bendey will also be introducing a new powertrain by 2012 thar will
deliver 2 40% reduction in fuel c

rent levels of performance, +
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