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Students Learn From Those Who Have Survived The ﬂdds

n Thursday, May 18
the Robert B Lazar
Meddle Schownl, in
Muontville hosted a “Living
Lessons: Voices, Visions,
and Valees™ PROETAM with
miwe than 50 speakers -
counting their heroic, di-
vierse and poweriul slories
of dealing with sdversity,
Wowen throughom the
presentations was the theme
“awrviving the odds.™ From
genowide in Rwanda, the
Holocaust, W11 survivors,
or physical challenges, the
speakers of “Living Les-
sons” shared with students
in grades six 1o eight, their
CEPCLICNCES N overcoming,
challenges, prejudices and
dserimination,

With messapes of Tor-
tugke, and accounts of cour-
age and hope, Living Les-
=ns was an extraordinary
event held for the seventh
time in 14 yeirs.

“This program s de
sigmed o promote ioler-

ance, I.:I,1I'I1FIIIK£.iI,'Iﬂ_ .|'||'|d
accoprance,  amoag thee
schood  community.”  said

Mrs. Sharon Curr, princi-
pal of the middle school,
"It is our goal w provide
students with the courage
and strength o make a il
lerence In today’s world.
ver e [atsh yenr, we by
worked laed o fined speak-
ers 1o share powerful sio-
rics of their life's evems,
and  explore adversity,
overcomting  challenges,
unad discrimination.”

Living  Lessons  seg-
ments lasted 40 minutes
allowing stedents time to
discuss a varicty ol con
lemporiry  issues such as
bullying, mcism and  sur-
ViVing war.

Lo Sticaelmayer joined
the Marnes right out of
high schaol in 1966, He
served three years, with
one af thwse WEAME i Wiek-

nam where he was wound

ed three times_and awarded
three parple hearts among
other medals.

“Picture  vourself  not
|.|1|i|!|.'. 1w years oled, and
you're in the jungles of
Vietnam.” said Sticgelmay-
er, “The: enemy is throwing
hard grenades 2md irying
to kill you. My squad lead-
er wis sianding up when
a premucde wenl olfl, He
was  killed instanily, wmd
simee 1 was laying down 1
got hit with bess shrapnel
and carncd my first Purple
Herl. Then suddenly, [ was
i charge of the sqpuad of 17
1o [S-year-obd Marines, jusi
a5 frightened as [ was,” said
Suepelmayer to his aodi-
ence of eighth-graders,

Mo matter how much
Inamng you ged, no one Cin
prepare you for the reality
of war,” he said. 11 is hro
tal. it s savage, and often
wnethical amd rmmnoeal.”

Sticgelmayer  had
g up LGist or he wounld
likely per killed, “Peo-
ple were gerting Kilked all
around me, and 1 wanted to
aarvive,

“Wuar  does hornible
thimgs o people. Some ane
killed, mumy come home
carrving physical inpuries,
or invisible scars of mental
and cmodional anguish that
will last for the rest of their
lives.”

I aduliticonal o shrapnel
still in his body, Sticgel-
mayer is dealing with the
nearly always [mal afler-
math of exposure 1o Agenl
{]r.'lng..-.

“Many  peogde
back with major isswes. 1
bacl them, and it took me a
long, time te work through
them. You can carry emo-
ticaal or physical problems
with you all your Life, If
you do, they will drag you
down and you will never
reach your true poleatial, or

CLHTIE

'r|_||13I lile.”

.‘il!:u._l'_-:.!|:|1.|.3,r::r chieln't Bed
his wounds or Agent Or
ange contrel his life. When
he returned by civilim Life
he went 1o school at might,
eurnid o degree in business,
and ol murrsed o has wile
Mary Lo, 44 years apo.

“You don’t have o be
a victim of Post Tranmat-
ic Stress Dhisosder,” =ml
Stegelmayer. "o carry
emalional aned ph}'};i_{'u.l_ iz~
sues, amd you can get belp,
It it’s depression. or bully-
mg, or discrimination, talk
to a friend or 2 wacher or 2
parent. talk to anvone who
wall hsten, There are J:-;'up']u:
oul there who can help you,
but you st be owilling
to reach out to them. You
don’t Iave 1o Face your is-
sue alone.

“You cam tauke control of
yiour fudure by tuking con-
ol of the present,” he
vised. “Become a leader in
Apsrts o academees and Bed
an cducation. Education ix
the key to controlling your
life in the wiay you wish it
o be.”

Prejudice, dealing with
a physical disability and
sterentyping were subjects
discussed. One of  those
speakers was  Dave  Sie-
VEns.

Because of the mom-
ing sickness drug, Thalid-
omide, Dave Stevens was
born without legs in 1906,
While =nll in the hospital
he was adopied and o
by two loving and suppon-
W parents who mnstilled
core valoes.

“I leamed early on that
it 1% better o have 1l aned
failed. than o have never
tried ag all,” =nid Stevens.

In the years before adap-
tive spors, Stevens played
able bosdicd sports and be-
came an athletic paoneer n
his home state of Arceona.
Without the nse of prosthet-

ic begs., he went 1o Wicken-
burg High School in Ari-
woma, and hecome the frst
and only 3-sport athlete in
foothall, basehall and wres-
thng.

“It was wough in the
beginning,” said Stevens.
“Mobsly ke me had ever
dome anything like this be-
tore. The state tried w keep
me awiy from the spons
thinking 1 was going 1o pet
hurt. They gave me special
physicals, and special tests,
il al one poant 1 said, *ean
I just get on the lield and
play?”

“The first gamwe  they
put me in there wis a guy
Irying fo run past me and |
Lackled him, He went down
and [ thought 1o myself,
hey. 1 can really do this!™

Stevens became a cham-
pion wrestler winning sev
eral state toumaments. He
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articles and a lesture ap-
pearance on ABCs “That's
Incredible,” Stevens was
awarded o scholarship to
Augsbarg Collepe, in Min-
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Students Learn...

all spors teams i the LIS,

contintcd from page 6
nesolin, whers be beftered in
hasehall and foothall.

It was there thal he
became the only legless
foodball player in college
football history. Thes led
o a trypoel with the Dal-
las Cowboys. His love for
haseball never stopped and
he continged 1o pursue his
dream of playing profes
spamit] haschall.

After tryouls with the
1984 Odympse baschall
feam, the Cincinnati Reds,
and the Minnesota Twins,
Stevens secured a three-
week  contract  with  the
51, Panl Saints, in 1996,
Stevens nod only stancd a
game # second base bt
even pinch hit for [ocmer
Major League Baschall su-
perstar Darryl Strawberry.

Slevens  continees 1o
work out with MLE and
miniw league leams sronnid
the eountry. To date Stc-
vens is the only congen-
ital amputec to ever play
eollege football or minos
league baschall,

“This sy normal,”
Stevens said as he effon-
lessly  transitioned  from
his wheelchair o the top of
the wacher’s desk, m one
smooth mation,

“1 lve 1o youar world,
you dhon’t live inoming, and
[ wwoaldn ™t wamd it any other
wiry. You can choose how
youn see people. Look 2l e,
and you realize that you can
do anything you want o, no
CRCSCS.

In addition w gefting
married,  raising  three
sports-minded children
Stevens also has won 2ev-
cn BEmmy Awards for s
many  contributions o
ESPMN shows such a Sports
Center, MFL  Countdown
amel Basehall Fonight. He
is mow the assigoment desk
mamager ab ESPN where
his team is responsihle for
coordinatimg, - coverage of

The stwbents at Lazar
Middlz School have been
lforunate over the past few
years. They have learncd
muny valuable lessons of
life by listening 1o the irst-
hand agcounts of people
whio lowve waorked hard o
owvercome their own chal-
lenges.

Cme of those lessons
came from Sally Alexan-
der. whe demyatified dis-
ability, Alexander grew up
a normal person. She had
high school friends and as
a young winan, she was s
normal as thousands of oth-
1 young women, Then, onc
day, cverything changed.
Shee started bleeding from
her eyes. It was callod ret-
inal hemorrhaging, and
the age of 26, she wis o
tally blind. But, that wasn't
the worst of 5. She =oon
sturel lsing her hearing,

“This was a shock be-
yond what | had ever ca-
perienced or thought was
possible”  suid - Alexan-
der. “There wer: no &igns
somelling, was coming, It
just happened! | was nod
prepared for this, 1 dida’t
knoo where o begin, [ hud
one fabulous Iriend who
was there Tor me during
some of my darkest mao-
muznis.”

Alexander had to releam
everything, how 1o nesd,
howw 1o interact with people
and how 1o become inde-
pendent,

“1 discovered the moee
I learned. the more it ook
away my sormow.” s Al
exander. 1 didn’t wanl poo-
ple leading me around by
the wrmm, o 1 first learmed 1o
use @ cane. Then 1 leamed
10 use my senses, in a dil-
ferent more sensitive wiy.
My cane becwme an exien-
sion of me, like a longer
arm, but 1 even had o learn
how to hold the canc in o
certain wiy. | would listen

to the echoes my cane macl:
ard 1 other noises anounsd
me.

“Then 1 gol my service
dog “Dave” and life be-
camye casier and safer, but
the lifie 1 knew was changed
forever.”

Eventually  Abesander
carned o muaster’s degree,
married, worked full-ime,
and  raised two chibdren.
She alsn began swimming,
kayaking and living a foll
liles.

=1 couldn’t read any
more except for brulle,
bt 1 could still listen to
books,” she said. “Bu, the
hooks were all aboul sight
il persens. None related o
sightless people.

=1 decided 1o write a
bk hoping  fo cxposc
readers o differences as
well as the values of diver

sily.”
In live of her books
Alexamder  writes  about

blindness with camdor and
hursor, dispelling fears and
demystifying disability.

In 1995, her autobiog-
raphy, “Tuking Hold: My
Joumney  into Blindness,”
Alexamber  received
Christopher BMesdal Tor “ar-
tistic excellenoe and For af
firming the highest values
of the human sgagin.”

Today Alecxander teach-
es in the MPA program, at
Chatham University, Firts-
burgh, PA,, and leads cn
tiggue groups is oat af ber
hoane.

Organizers receivedd
leedback from the program.

Living Lessons”™  has
changed the lives of sio-
demts, A sample of letters
writien Lo puesl speakers
illustrate the power behind
the messages senl on the
day of the program taken
from previous stadents,

“¥ou inspired me be-
camse you showed no mat-
ter how difficult tmes will
be, you can get through

U

them,” one student wrote.

=1 lermeed that you have
o be awware of what you're
doing every moment be-
cause  you mever know
when that moment  wall
hecome  important,”  was
another  comment.  These
words cleady tell the story
of their life changing expe-
renees,

“Liwing Lessons” has
helped our students learm o
embrace andd celebrate our
differences and hus given
them the tools fo uwse when
faced with diffecudt times.”
suied Carr. These powerful
besaons are those that can
oaly be taught by the ones
who have lived through
some of the most dafficult

tirkes in our worlds hisio-

By the end of the day,
people from all walks of
lite shared besaons of sur-
vivil  aml  perseveranos
with more than 00 middle

school stwdems in Maoni-
ville  Township  Public
Sehonls,

Fairfield Falcons Youth Football

Opens Tryouts

cpislration = now
open for  Faurheld

Recreation™s  Fal-
cons foothall program.
The program  is  open

1o children in grades three
through eight. They must
be 7 years old, and not be
15 before July 31,

The season  bepins
Aug, 14 and concludes in

miid-Movember, The fee for
the program is $270.

The Faloons arc mem
hers of the Wesl Bisex Ju-
nior Foothall Leagoe and
compete against surrounsd-
ing communities.  Players
will be sized for uniforms
by the reercation direcios
on ddates yet o be deter-
mmimed.

Any returning player in
need of a new jersey will
be charged an additional
550, Practice jerscys cosl
an  additional 510, Mew
players will be charged 560
for bath jerseys. For muoae
infurmation, call 473-852-
2700, Registration  forms
are available online or al
the recreation office.

New Middle School Principal...

conrdineed from page 7
familics of Robert K. Lazar
Bliddbe School”

Pasciuto plays sports in
his downtime as well. He
and his fmily live in o lake
community, 5o therefore
they try 1o spend their time
ouldoors as much as possi-
bz, Pasciuio participales in
cio-ed socoer, co-ed kickball
and men’s sofiball within
the community. He 15 als a
member of his lake"s athles-
i hoard and commisskns
their T-ball league,

“1 am very active along
with my lamily.” he says.
“Roth my wife amd | vol-
untcer o coach  multiple
sports within the lake as
well as working with other
CVeTMs in Our Community.

In aclelition, my wife and 1
enjoy taking day trips with
our childeen. | am also a
fitmess enthusiost and avid
reader.”

Pasciute will be reploc-
ing, retiring Principal Sha-
rom o,

“Baobent B, Lazar Micd-
die School s 2 wery dy-
namic school in the very
high performing  school
dizrict of Montlle Town-
ship Public Schools.” says
Pasciute, “1 plan on taking
sone time to learmn about
the Lagar cullure and to re-
ally get w know the sialf,
smdents, mmd  comumunity.
Once 1 have the opporiu-
nity to work with all the
stakeholders and buikd re-
lationshaps with the com

munity, 1 am confident pew
goitls and areas of explor
ton will he identified and
new iniliatives implement-
wl, 1 believe this i an ex-
ciling, and organic proccis
that is based on evolving
stpdent and  communily
needs a5 well as collective
strengths.”

Pasciutn lesves  S0me
parting words with Glen
Rock High School.

“I will miss working
with the stall, my direct
assistant, and  Principal
John Ardotta the most, He
is truly s magor infecnce
and  frwend. OF cowrse, 1
will miss many of the sw-
dents amd Gamilics that 17ve
worked with over the Last
Lwis years.”

What's happening in your school or organization?
Celebrating a special birthday or anniversary?
Have a human interest story? We want to hear from you!
Email us at hteditor@newviewmg.com é



